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_ Whoever thinks juſtly muſt be ſenſible, that Private 
Religion never did in fact ſubſiſt, but where ſome public 
profeſſion of it was regularly kept up: he muſt be „ hs: 
that, if Public Worſhip were once diſcontinued, 
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'B H E following obſervations being prin 
cipally confined to the expediency, and 
utility of public or ſocial worſhip, it becomes 
leſs neceflary to enter upon the argument, . 

' whether it be or be not authorized by Chriſt . 


ET and his Apoſtles. 1 ſhall thereſore pI at | 


* myſelf with remarking, once for all, that 
from the practice of our Saviour himſelf 

the nature of his precepts, and the ſubſe. | 
quent conduct of his Apoſtles, little of that 
poſitive condemnation which Mr. Wake- 
field fo ftrenuouſly inſiſts upon, can, by a 


fair, reaſonable, and > deduc- 1 


tion be at all inferred 4 
— — — — — — — — — ———— 


410 See Matt. XVIII. 20. lake i. 8 9, 10. 1X. 29. 
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14. 24. 26. 11. 42. IV. 24. Xs 'b.. XII. 1 oo 13. 1 
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| ſhip. it becomes a queſtion of ſome impor- 
| tance to determine, how far the abuſe of 


' rant its diſuſe. They who are of opinion 


1t is indeed hardly a part of ſound policy to 


at the beginning of the ſixteenth century, 


| Which were ſo mixed and blended with the 
papiſtical rites and doctrines, as to contami- 


religion, and render it a mere tyſtem of 
Hypocriſy and corruption. 


unpardonable inſtability, are for changing 
and exchanging, if an inſtitution be liable 
to be abuſed but in the lighteſt degree, 
may juſtly, I think, be ſuſpected of diſpo- | 


ſitions more prone to innovation than 


% be diſcontinued, W it had been 
| 9 . "Rs « found 


F | 9 5 : 8 | 5 ' 
L f 2 "I | \ 


bn eſtimating the utility of public wor. 


ſuch an. inſtitution may be ſuppoſed to War- 


that no abuſe whatever ſhould be permitted 
to have ſuch an effect, carry the argument 
for eſtabliſhments to an extent to "wich | 
probably it will not reach, and to which 


wiſh it to reach. The general ſeparation 
which took place from the Church of Rome 


had its firſt riſe in thoſe groſs enormities- 


9 I 
TAS 


nate the very ſum and ſubſtance of their 


They, on the other hand, who, with an 3 


reform. If every right practice were to i 


Nets 5) 


4 found/not to be ſucceſsful in every in- 
= *« ſtance; this falſe reaſoning, puſhed to 
the extreme, might at laſt be brought as 
aan argument for ſhutting up our churches 
and burning our bibles (b).” Prudence 
will naturally direct towards the point of 
moderation, and will not ſuffer us, in order 
do rectify a poſſible error, to intrench upon 
a probable danger. A tree of the ſoundeſt 
growth may nouriſh corrupt branches, and 
thoſe corrupt branches, by long indalgence, 
may, in procels of time, injure the trunk 
itſelf; but where 1s the wiſdom of laying 
the ax tothe root, when an application of 
the pruning knife would alone be ſufficient? 
Every reaſonable and real grievance, it is 
no doubt the deſire, as well as duty, of a 

good and careful legiſlator to remedy im- 
mediately, but ſurely if it be impolitic not 
to innovate where there is occaſion, it is 
equally impolitic to innovate e there 
is no occaſion. 

Adverting to the ſtate of pobliv or ele 
worlhip, a ee to reh — 
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done away, and the public ſervice of the 
Almighty ſhine-forth in the bnghtneſs- of | 


do God eee to demoliſh with an unchriſ 


= to a 'cothp Hae eiciency. of; che. 


Ch 


which obtaite's among. ourſelves, no-one; 1 
believe, will be eager to affirm, that it is 
free from all impurities, and cannot be de- 
filed—impurities it muſt have defiled it 
mult” be—ſtill however as an inſtitution 
that, upon the whole, is productive of ge- 


neral benefit (and no inſtitution, 1 preſume, | 


be it of what origin it will, can be otherwiſe if 
productive) it is entitled to our approbation, 9 
and deſerves our encouragement. - I 


- > Doubtlels it would be a deſirable accome b 
Went to ſee thoſe: things which offend 1 


its glory; but becauſe this neither is, nor 
ee 18 likely to be the caſe, we are not, 
upon the bare conjecture that ye may 
thereby amend the morals: of mankind and 


tian violence, the venerable ſtructure: and 


all its appendages at a blow; that ſtructure 


which probably was originally reared by the 


hand of the Almighty himſelf, and which 


the virtue and wiſdom of ages has agreed in 
5 lanflifyi ing and ſupporting. 
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Social worſhip. inadequate : as it may be 
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maniteſt advan 
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igned for, is yet replete with ſuch 
ages, as could never fairly 


and duly be compenſated, were it once 


Waboliſhed... That the religion of the faſhione 
able world would not thereby be materially 
7 I injured,” 1-.can eaſily conceive; for the 
Y piety. of the people of his deſcription is ſub· 
ect io ſuch ſudden and unaccountable vari- 
Nations, and is influenced by ſuch trivial and 
ridiculous circumſtances; as to make it hard 

do determine what their religion is, or whe- 
ther, in truth, they have any religion at 
all; but upon the ſober, and pon and 
more decent part of - mankind, Who have 
| WF hitherto conſidered: the public worſhip of 
their Maker as both a reaſonable, and a 


requiſite ſervice, an alteration of this nature, 
operating to the degradation and ſubverſion 


ot an opinion ſo rational and hegoming 
2X would: operate with the worſt effect. 
Take away the public ſervice: of: the 
1 Church, and you deſtroy the poor man's re- 
ligion at once you dry up the only ſource 
of information to which the ignorant and 
9 uninformed « can at all times have recourſe— 
7 in fact, you ſhut the door of devotion (and 

by do deing, who can tay how far you may 
= 8 | obſcure 
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muſt be—ftill however as an inſtitution 


do God ſervice, to demoliſh with an unchriſ 


hand of the Almighty himſelf, and which 


the virtue an d wifdom 
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believe, will be eager to affirm, that it is 
free from all impurities, and cannot be de- 
fiſed—impurities it muſt have defiled it 


that, upon the whole, is productive of ge- 
neral benefit (and no inſtitution, I preſume, 
be it of what origin it will, can be otherwiſe 
productive) it is entitled to our een 
and deſerves our encouragement. 
Doubtleſs it would be a deſirable accom- | 
dle to ſee thoſe things which offend 
done away, and the public ſervice of he 
Almighty ſhine forth in te ght of i 
its glory; but becauſe this neither is, nor 
ee is likely to be the caſe, we are not, 
upon the 3 conjecture that We may 
thereby amend the — of mankind and 
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all its appendages at a blow; that ſtructure 
which probably was original: ly reared by:the 


ot ages has agreed in 
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. was s deſign ed for,- is yet replete with ſuch 
2 maniteſt e es. as could never fairly 
xz and duly be compenſated, were it once 
Waboliſhed... That the religion of the faſtion- 
4 Jh world would not thereby be materially 
7 G injured, 1-.can eaſily. conceive; ſor the 
J piety 4 of the people of this deſcription i 18 fub- 
J ect to ſuch ludden and unaccountable vari. 
. ations, and is influenced by ſuch trivial and 
4 IIdiculous circumſtances, as to make it hard 
to determine what their religion is, or whe» 
| cer, in truth, they have any religion at 
q all; but upon the ſober, and dee and 
more decent part of mankind, Who have 
I hitherto conſidered the public worſhip of 
| © their Maker as both a reaſonable, and a 
4 = ſervice, an alteration of this nature, 
operating to the degradation and ſubverſion 
3 of an opinion ſo rational and begoming, 
would operate with the worſt effect. 
Take away the public ſervice; of: the 
1 church, and you deſtroy the poor man's re- 
4 ok at once—you dry-up the only ſource 
of information to which the ignorant and 
A | uninformed can at all times have recourſe— 
in fact. you ſhut the door of devotion (and 
by do deing, who can y how far you may, 
8 | s obſcure. 


obſcure and entangle the entrance to ſal: 
vation) againſt nine parts out t of ten of your 
fellow-creatures! It is in vain that you 
attempt any ſubſtitution in place of this 
public inſtruction—all ſubſtitutions will 'be 
diſregarded, and will be deemed totally 
unequivalent to the folid and long experi- 
enced advantages you deprive them of. 
Beſides, is it quite certain that there will be 
ſuch an additional, ſuch a ſuperabundant 
diligence in all paſtors and others © in 
* expounding the wonders of the divine law 
* to their poor and unlearned brethren (c), 
and in preaching the word, and in being inſtant 
in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon (d), as may poſhbly be 
found needful where the inſtructions are 
not public, but ſolitary, and domeſtic, and 
confined to a few? And is it not more 
likely that theſe private admonitions will 
cut out infmitely more employment for 
them than, with all their becoming zeal to 
do the work of an evangeliſt, ' and to make 
. oy 9 their A e 0 e are able 9 
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1 05 Wakefle ; Enquiry into the Expediency and Pro- * 
4 5 of public or ſocial Worſhip, Pp. 3. 
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* Ppring of reflection to recommend the 


Which alone impreſſes, and preſerves a 
I ſenſe of religion upon the minds of the 
multitude, as a mean of making the multi- 
tude better! 90 
= A devotion abſtrated from the common 
forms of worſhip, would, if it were poſſible 
S univerſally to introduce it, be undoubtedly 
WT preferable to that mixed kind of piety which 
J obtains among us at preſent ;- but ſo long as 


Jef the mind will never be the religion of 
iche world. Words, with the great maſs of 
1 mankind, are but ſlowly formed into any 
thing like rational ideas, and more ſlowly 


| Sp and arrive at once to the height of 
F rst principles; « for while we are beings 
. N of paſſion, as well as intel- 


en 


11 
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7 need of every external and collateral 
1 = help, 


Fo bo perform? Surely the proj je& was not the 


Pvolition of public worſhip, the very thing 


human nature continues as it is, the religion 


Iſtill are thoſe ideas productive of a corre- 
ſpondent practice —it requires a mind more 
. enlarged than minds are in general, to ſur- 
mount the incumbrance of intermediate 


not 10 purely ſpiritual as not to ſtand in 
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; * help 7), and numbers of the — 
race muſt be content to receive inſtrudion 


be ſuſtained by diſcarding the public ſervice 
of the Church. Such an inclination of the 
affections as would lead men to the imme- : 
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through ſenſible mediums, till ſome mode 


be deviſed; a diſcovery; hitherto denied 
even to the penetrating ſpirit of the: preſent 
age, of equalizing underſtandings amig 
every variation of conſtitution, educatic N, 


and opportunity. Pot 1950; $ 
We may thitefobe; 1 think, ſaſehy s ac- 


quielce in the concluſion, that a mere ſpi- 
ritual devotion is not calculated to remedy, 


in any material degree, the loſs which would 


diate knowledge of their duty towards God 


and towards one another, may be an object 


of human deſire, but not of human expec- 
tation—in a world where the means of 
exiſterice are oftentimes ſo extremely pre- 


carious, and whete the far greater part of 
us are inceſſantly employed in furniſhing WW 
dne for another the common conveniencies i 
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Pl nn W ſhould poſſeſs he eagle | 
eye of philoſophy; it is perhaps as much as 
Will be required c of us, it we convert to as 
good a uſe as we are able, thoſe plain abi⸗ 
4 ties which it has pleaſed the Almighty to 
beſtow upon us, and if the ſingle talent os 

ſufficient to form an. upright heart, why 


| covet the ten talents which, it they do not 

make us better will not make us wiſer. 
l The ſpirit of intellectual religion. aſſimi- 
1 


lating only with thoſe angelic minds which 
are in perfect uniſon with the eternal prin- 
ciples of virtue, can rarely be impreſſed, 
with any. viſible effect, on beings that are 
nature born in fin, and nurtured, as it 


were, in the pomps., and vanities. of a wicked 
d, world. The man of buſineſs, the man of 
al pleaſure; and the man of ambition, are 
c. none of them in a condition to be much 
of benefited by the exerciſe of ſpiritual de- 
e- votion; their religion, it is to be feared, 
of ſeldom goes beyond a ſober and decent 
ng attention to the ceremonial parts of worſhip; 
es 


and as for the great maſs of mankind, x bl 
poor and illiterate of all deſcriptions, that 
ſhare of piety they poſſeſs is intimately 

_ Confiecten' with the an. e words, wad 185 


184 4 3 


e 1 

1 

—_—_ - 5 * 

ACE 7 5 1 . 4 
vr 24 z iin V 1 ba 

Wo LET. ; y 1 

{IF 4 

8 4 

* 9 

* . 


*e 5 1.4 


— — — — —— . 


| 


& 


P 


Pay 
» 


r 


„ 


„ 


OW 


toad 
— 


— CO” i 


— 


— 


N 


FE. 


—— — 


—UU— —— ———— — — 


A 


— —— 


* 


—— 


WR 


= IE 
— — — 7 — —— 
—  — — — c —V—— ̃ —————O Courts ůů ů ——ĩꝙrt᷑ Zñ! en ere RO ͤ—u4ↄvqᷓh 


— 


has been juſtly obſerved) is very cloſel 


© now excite in him fimilar feelings, almoſt 


fibly with the very” 
append to the 25 2 * aſl 1 hoſe 
words, and that form once obliterated, we 
know not what alteration it may produce 
in their minds. A poor marrs Riots it 


* 


connected with the particular expreſſions 
4jn which it was conveyed to him: he 
* 2 has not confidered® their? reat 
force: the effect they produced on his 
mid at fitſt, proceeded principally from 
His very natural fyp with pere 
« and inſtructors, and the ſame expreſſions 


* 
— 
6c 
6c 


« 25 much perhaps from habit as from rea- 
« ſon. © Depriwe him of the accuſtomed 


1 ſounds, and you impair 2 religious 
effect of the. kentdnent g).“ Nor can 


OY al 


it be matter of ſurprize, that an oMoelaticn, 
feemingly ſo incongruous,” ſhould wake 
lace, when we conſider how ſmall are the 
advantages poſſeſſed by the multitude, and 
how little they are accuſtomed to diſtin- 


guiſh, and to reflect upon thoſe crude ideas 
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Y hich. they every, now, Li men. imbibe. 
The wonder, I think, in, this caſe. is, not 
3 4 That they ſhould annex manner, witl matter, 
A form. with lubſtance, but that gut of this 
heterogeneous wals, they ſhould be able ti 
pick up any mental e e, at all. 
That the poor however, are. benefited, and 
: conſequently, ſociety "ate, by fs preſent. 
mode of public, worſhip, imperfect as that 
mode may in ſeveral reſpects be, is clearly 
F evident. from hence, that in every place, 
go where you. will, the moſt Toe and 
regular of that deſcription will invariably 
be found: among thoſe who are moſt con- 
1 ſtant in their attendance upon divine, ſer- 
vice (). How it may be with, the higher 
; claſſes of the community, I pretend not to 
determine; but it requires, 2 nk a moſt 
94 unlimited faith to Baka that e cauſes 
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9 15 La 5 1 frag ing that all thoſe. who negledt 
m0 rict obſervation of Sunday are remiſs in the per- 
Iv Girbanbe of their other duties; but I will venture to 
afirm, that all whom I have rematked conſcientiouſſy to 
obſerve this day from right motives, have been uni- 
dàzeformly attentive to their general conduct.— M anners of 
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| of their! profligacy may be diſcovered in = 
the improprieties of our worſhip. = 
The language of redicule is not Mw 
the language of reaſon. Mr. Wakefield 
might have ſpared many a ludicrous remark 
in the 8c of his Enquiry, without at 
all irjuring the popularity of his pamphlet. 
We are not yet in ſo great danger of 
being rig teous overmuch, as to ſtand in need 
of. chole coruſcations of jocularity to en- 
lighten our benighted ſouls, and bring us 
back again to the quietude of a monaſlic 
torpidriefs.. I his gentleman, in the ſtrong 
conviction of the propriety of extirpating 
public worſhip, which he looks upon as 
* a part of that hay and ſtubble which has 
been laid on "ke" foundation of Chriſti- 
„ anity by officious zealots, to be deſtroyed MW 
« by fre (i)“ has taken a liberty which is 
but little: accordant with that jound ſpeech 
that cannot be condemned (j), or with that 
charity in our judgments one of another, 
which the Scriptures ſo. frequently and ſo 
N both directiy W en- 
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force. 
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By a moſt unneteuntebhel, meter. 
1 fon 855 r ſpirit of mila genuine benevo- 
lence, which ſo forcibly recommending, 
and ſo ardently admiring. it certainly would 
be inexculable not to ſuppoſe him poſſeſſed 
ot, he has involved together. in one undiſ- 
; tinguiſhing cenſure, © the votaries of ſocial 
g worſhip and the votaries ot hypocriſy! 
erf man ſhall bear has own burden () —if _ 
the united devotions of a congregation be a 
fault, the conſequences thereof appertain to 
themſelves they do not take upon them to, 
decide on the ſincerity of you, the ſpiritual 
E worſhippers of the great Lord of all. why 
therefore ſhould you hold it a part of your 
duty to paſs ſentence upon theirs?” It is car 
rying the exploded notion of infallibility too 
far. When man thus affefts to ſit in judgment 
upon the conduct of his fellow creatures. 
We ſhould be very cautious in preſuming to 
condemn thoſe inviſible affections of the 
mind during the time of divine ſervice, 
Y Eich. notwithſtanding any little particu- | 
; Parities in the external behaviour, may, 
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for. ought: we know, be altogether conl 
| nant — the place and the occaſion. 
The human heart was never yet detected 
by human means; it is involved in thoſe 
niceand complicated ſhades, between which 
we in vain endeavour to trace the line of 
diſtinction upon the uſual tenor of his 
words and his deeds, we may in ſome mea- 
ſure form our eſtimate of a fellow - creatures 
ſincerity; but, by a peculiarity, of circum- 
ſtances, by no means uncommon in this 
tranſitory ſtate of affairs, even words and 
deeds may, now and then, but faintly, or 
erroneoully repreſent the real ſtate of the 
mind. An che at: this L. any, ub 0 
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bop we are ws gy incompetent, to 4 
inveſtigate and decide ufo TINY * 
And in this opinion of the hypocriſy of Y 
our public worſhip, Mr. Wakefield ſeems i 
ſettled and confirmed, by his obſervation 
on the behaviour of. 9 Who attend it. 
ᷓhe fact (ſays he) is, you ſee nothing at 
* ſuch places, with a few exceptions, but 1 
„ lolling, and gaping, and ſtretching, and W 

* feepi g, and every additional os. Y 
Wy _ « of 


* 


= (35) 


of Veils independent of bowings. 
and greetings, and ſalutations, even 
among otherwiſe | reſpectable and vir- 
e tuous people: : a clear demonſtration, in 
. my mind, that ſuch an uſage is by no 
„ means calculated for, at leaſt, che gene- 
« rality of mankind (0% Now allowing 
the above ſtatement of the caſe to beg what 
it hardly by-the-bye is, a fair and impartial 
one; the. concluſion Which Mr. W. draws 
from it does ſtill by no means follow; - 
«Tis vain to ſeek in men ſor more 
« than man (m).” That thoſe {ſymptoms 
Jof uneaſineſs he alludes to, now and 
then do ſhew themſelves, we are ready 
to grant; neither do we deny, or by vain 
ZFexcuſes wiſh' to palliate, the unbecom- 
ing practice, a practice born of a fooliſh 
parent faſhion, and nurtured by a ſtub- 
born tyrant cuſtom, of greetings and ſalu- 
tations, in the very preſence of the Al- 
mighty; but that therefore mankind in 
5 „ ge is not cdified we" Rare an ulage, 
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= | and that' thoſe ſpots. in our devotional exer- 
Ciſes, do entirely diſcredit and ruin the good 
effects which might otherwiſe. reſult front 


them, we can in no wile believe. Ihe 
deformities of ſocial worſhip! bear no rea- 
ſonable proportion to its uſe and beauty; 
and even thoſe abuſes it is liable to, origi- 
nate more from the temper and laxity of 
the times, than from any eſſential defet 


22 either in its manner or its matter. Philo- 


ſophy may imagine faults which reaſon can 
not find, as children ſee by night the gob- 
lins they in vain look for in the day; but; 
laying aſide the fervor of prejudice, there 
certainly is no adequate motive for taxing 
with ſo much N a ſervice in itſe 
to rational. 85 YI 
The 5 FY public weiin are 
calenlated to produce public good, and it is 
hardly a fair objection to them to aſſert; 
that they operate in no perceptible manner 
upon 7 * behaviour of a congregation. 
Ihe ſpark of piety thereby kindled in the 
Yeaſt, may ſo far be of an evaneſcent 
nature, as at one time to burn with more, 
and at another with leſs effulgence; but 
burn as it will, it at leaſt hinders the heart 


81 a . | 
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tom becoming thoroughly inſenſible: it at 
leaſt has an effect on the mind yet to be 
forttied, however little it may tend to 
enliven the reprobate ſpirit o of the cool, and 
determined inne. 
Surely ſomething is gained by art attend? 
ance upon divine Vs] if not altogether 
turning awdy the wicked man from his withed- 
neſs and making him better, it yet ſo far 
has an influence over Him as to keep him 
ſtationaty in vice ( (n), and hinder him front 
indulging in thoſe exceſſes, which, without 
ſuch a ſeaforiable reftraint, the depravity © E 
his paſſions might hurry him into. his 
effect, I believe, it will be allowed to have 
even upon the moſt liſtleſs and indifferent, 
while upon thoſe who come with prepared 
hearts to worſhip the Lord in the beauty of 
holineſs, the impreſſion made by the public 
ervice end our chureh, ferioully and with 
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(*) That there are e many. luke-warm, and. « even ſome. 
dep aved ſpirits among the votaries of public worſhip, we 

ily acknowledge ; but we muſt be ſuffered to aſk in 
return, whether, by entirely abſenting themſelves from 
the Houſe of God, they would not become, in the courſe! - 
of: a very little ting. ten- fold more "ONE" — on 
img an they A 


1 8 85 5 decency 


— PP V RES A — 
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lic worſhip, to operate, by the aid of any 


preſſion—this would: be no leſs than actu- 


. 


decency, performed, is both! laſting. and 
valuable. 


1 do not think it in ch power of man 


to conceive. a. ſituation more compleatly 


deplorable, than muſt be the ſituation of 


the maſs of ſociety, weie Mr. Wakefield's 


illuſive notions reſpecting the utility of pub- 


unaccountable infatuation, to its final ſup- 


ally demoliſhing, by emancipating the 


1349 from a pious and rational cuſ- 


tom which they have hitherto deemed 


berech. the 3 barrier we have left be- 


tween virtue and depravity (o); for; ſo far 
as the ſocial-duties can be laid to be pre- 


ſerved among us, they owe that preſervation, 
| ebiclly. to. the mediation of public wer- 


ſhip; and as for the divine duties, the 


negled of which not ſo intimately affecting 
our preſent intereſts, v we are e therefore lels 
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WY 1 * been 5 4 gow” many pres * ) nd hs 
men, that Chriltianizy, will Rand, or fall, as this day is 


neglected, or obſerved.. Sunday ſeems to be a kind of 


Chriſtian palladium, and the ** of: God wilb neuer be 


totally taken by the enemy, till the en . that of 
* lol. "Eero mY ie Great, p. 55>. 
| care 
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with that degtee of ſafety 


wefol by ERTY bölklling: it is k 


doubt Whether even the mere ſhadvw of | 


them would be teft us; were we not 
reminded; one day in the week, of their 
aQual exiſtence; In truth. to the keep- 
ing up the religion (i. e. the public wor- 
* ſhip of this hah, Wwe owe in a great mea- 
«ſire that the very face of Chriſtianity 


„ Hath - hHithefto been preſerved among us. 


* And were it Hot for this, for any thing. 
„% know, Moſt of us in a tery - few years 
„ would - become- little better than Heathens an 
* barbarians b)). 

But it may well be queſtioned whether 
this expedierit of Mr. Wakefield's for the 
increaſe of piety and vittue, (allowing, for 
a moment, that ſuch might poſſibly be its 
effect) could ever be carried into execution 
and harmony, 
which would be neceſſary to enſure its 
ſucceſs. I muſt here advert to the danger 
of innovation, «that miſerable excuſe,“ 
as it has "beets lomewhat 9 
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termed (.q 5 25 lor ſypineneſs and inatten- 
= tion to matters of great concernment. 
Innovations are, at the beſt, but doubtful 
experiments; frequently they are deſtruc- 
tive ones; and although in circumſtances 
of extreme emergency, they may ulti- 
mately be productive of beneficial 2 4 
quences, they yet. but too often leave be- 
hind them thoſe violent, and prejudicial 
impreſſions, which become the foundation 
of future animoſities. When once the 
rage for reformation is let looſe; it tears 
up like a hurricane every thing before it; 
and paſſion uſurping the place of reaſon, 
the evil and the good, in this chaotic con- 
fuſion, promiſcuouſly blended together are 
promiſcuouſly ſwept away. We cannot 
ſo nicely infuſe a ſenſe of moderate prin- 
ciples in the minds of the multitude, as we 
Can digeſt and mehorate it in our own; 
they will always be more ſwayed by preſent 
circumſtances than future expectations; and 
: tberefare be the motive far a bela never 
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Jo rational, it may, in its conſequenees}-as 
the execution thereof muſt devolve, in 
ſome meaſure, upon the collective body, be 
diſtorted into anarchy and miſchief (r). 
train of ſabbatical rites, and you ſhall pre- 
{ently perceive the nature of thoſe advan- 
tages you may. look ſpeedily to reap from 
it. The inferior claſſes of the community, 
neglecting all notions of a mere ſpiritual 
worſhip, will then freely indulge in thoſe 
exceſſes, from which they are at preſent, 
to a conſiderable degree, reſtrained, either 
by their own veneration for the Sabbath, 
or by the exemplary veneration of their 

neighbours. Depravity is by no means an 
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(7) Mr. Chriſtie, in his Miſcellanies Philoſophical, &c. 
has ſtarted not probably the only, but certainly one of 
the moſt forcible and rational objections againſt the pre- 
ſent temper of the times that I have yet met with—* A 
general ſpirit of reform, ſays he, now pervades us, and 
- an: inclination to enlarge in every ſhape the powers 
00 privileges of the PzoeLs. But, perhaps it may be 
ound that we are beginning at the wrong end of things; 
and that, before we make the people more powerful, we 
 thould endeavour to make them better qualified for it; 
left by giving them Powrn, before they have got 


Wisponu, we make zhem more gnhappy and more vici? 
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exotic of the human heart, and every flep 
that is taken to increaſe this depravitv. will 


be made with more facility, in proportion 
ty the laxity of that tie Which has hither 
operated as a wholeſome incumbrance. As 
it is, and with the good inſtructions they 
have, we do not ſee that men ate all that 
they ought to be; but theſe inſtructiont 
withdrawn, and the ſalutary and uſual oh 
ſervance of the Lord's day ſuppreſſed, what 
is it that can poſſibly hinder -a total dege- 
neracy of manners from immediately taking 
place? Indeed we cannot away wih 
b theſe wretched remains of barbatity and 
* 7udaiſm”'——theſe . beggarly elements from the 
© profeſſion of true Chriſtzans ( but muſt 
continue to keep holy the Sabbath day, and 
offer up, in the ſpirit, of reſignation, our 
Joint prayers and praiſes to the Almighty, 

« walking in the night of infant ſuper» 
& ſtition, or (if you will) in the malignant 
* twilight of immature and unreformed 
( Ariſtianity (s). till we become acquainted 
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with a beiter ſubſtitute for this yoke of bonds 
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es 
for affording uus. 
Secret and retired prayer, more or lefs, 
is without diſpute the duty of every Chriſ- 


| tian, but I cannot perſuade mylelf that it 


will anſwer. all the - purpoſes. Hy human 


wants and infirmities; tor although the 


petition put up in the cloſet be as accept= 
able to the Almighty as the prayer offered 


in the midſt ot a congregation although a 


kh when he walks out into his fields, 
y addreſs. himſelf as fervently to his 
Maler, and with as much ſincerity, as his 


4 neighbour does at church, yet, 4 it 2 


decided point that he will do. %% And is 
it not he. more likely conjecture of the 


two, that in luch a ſituation, his mind will 


be rather intent on his flocks and us herds 
and the. good things which ſurround him, 
than on Him who is © the author and 
« giver of. thoſe good things ?*. But even 
allowing that private prayer is duly attended 


to by thole who abſent themſelves from the 
public ſervice, ſtill, when we conſider the 


general conſequences ot ſuch a behaviour, 
and to what evil purpoſes an example of 


this Tana may be —— * the vicious or 
9 me 


* 


=_TY 
mt weck, we cannot, 1 think; conſchentiv 


ouſly acquit ourſelves of, at leaſt, being! 
acceſſary* to improper! and profane conduct 
in 3 however free from ſuch conduct 
we may be in'ourſelves! The ſame Apoſtle 
who edrhinanded; us to prove all tungs and 
hold faſt that which is good, commanded us 
alſo to abſtain from all appearance of coil, 
and it is no proof of our 'wildom or of 
our charity to put an © occaſion to fall in bur 
Brothers way, when, with ſo little hurt to the 
moſt ſerupulous conſcience, we might avoid 
it, Vu flay from church to employ the 
& Sabbath at home in exerciſes and ſtudies 
«ſuited to its proper buſineſs: your next 
« neighbour ſtays from church to ſpend: 
„the ſeventh day leſs religiouſly than he 
« paſſed any of the ſix, in a ſleepy, ſtupid 
* reſt, or at fome rendezvous of drunken- 
4 neſs and debauchery, and yet thinks that 
he is only imitating you, becauſe you 
both agree in not going to church (t).“ 


Le not dom Wag 198 be evil — of 60. but 
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(tt) Paley's 8 "Principles of Moral £4” Political rule 

fophy, Wot. ii. chap. 4. 
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conſidering that we that are ſtrong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
pleaſe ourſelves —let every one of us pleaſe his 
neighbour for his good to edification (v), and, 
if poſſible, be perfedlly jomed together in the 


; fame mind and in the fame Judgment (w). 3 


I allow to retired prayer every favor that 
its warmeſt advocate can demand—it is the 
ſincere and genuine exertion of the mind 


it is devotion unadorned and in its greateſt 


purity () but, for the ſake and ſafety of 
millions of the human race, it muſt not be 
permitted to ſuperſede ſocial worſhip; a 
worſhip ſo well calculated to ſuggeſt and 


diſſeminate juſt notions, and to wipe off, in 


ſome meaſure, that ruſt of iniquity which 


would otherwiſe cleave to and corrode the 
heart. Without, therefore, venturing any 


deciſſion upon the merits of theſe ſeperate 
modes of petitioning, I have only to obſerve 
in favor of public worſhip, that being more 
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(v) Rom. xv. 1, 24. 
? (x) That intercourſe between God and the Soul which 
is quite concealed from the ſight and knowledge of others, 
is often the ſincereſt and the trueſt act of reverence and 
faith which we pay to him. Jortins Sermons, | 
. : 1 E ; 55 . „ 
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6 extenſively, beneficial, and, if perſormed with 


5 has uniformly received, and maintained ( 9) 
_ As to the ſevere remarks ſo liberally 
hs interſperſed upon the manner in which our 


nels and muology of the Pray ers in general 


here ſubjoin his ſentiments. upon this ſubje&t as I find 


criſy: thole are 
retixredneſs and ſilence of ſpirit: thoſe ſerve the needs of 


quence; theſe ferve our own needs firſt, and the public 
only by a ſecondary intention: theſe have more pleaſure, 
they more duty: theſe are the beſt inſtruments of repen- 


iſt and inftruQtion, for edification of. the Church, any 


2 „ A. 


COPY 


@ proper degree of faith and fervour, equally 
efficacious, it thereby, upon the ground at 
lealt of expediency, is entitled to that appro · 
bation which at all times, and in all places, it 


public ſervice 1 is celebrated—the ceremonies 
with. which it is encumbered—the. tedioul- 


(Y As no one ſeems more Wen: to have difetimia 
nated the reſpettive advantages of ſocial and N 
than that pious and able Divine Dr. Jer. Taylor, I will 


them expreſſed (Part 1 Set 12) in his Great Exemplar. 
Prayer, ſays he, is public or private; in the communion 
or ſociety vf ſaints, or in our cloſets; theſe. prayers have 
leſs temptation to vanity, the other have more advantages 
of charity, example, fervour, and energy. In public 
offices we avoid e in the private we avoid hypo- 

more edification, theſe of greater 


all the world in the firſt 1 intention, and our own by conſe- 


tance, where our confeſſions may be morę particular, and 
our ſhame leſs ſcandalous; the other the better for eucha- 


— of God,” e 


| - 
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wand the prekumption and improprietv of 


69 &«& ry ik 09 @ WW Ww 0 he hrs TY 4A. 


e# ) 


particular requeſts — theſe. the "futility of 
which tho not ſo immediately coming Aa 
in the bounds of a mere delineation of the 
expediency of ſocial worſhip to point out, it 
may yet be neceſſary, ſeeing Mr. Wakefield's 
opinion thereupon is ſeat to miſlead 


the unwary, and to weaken the reſpect f 


every plain and pious chriſtian for the devo- 
_ of his anceſtors, with as much brieſneſs 


as poſſible to advert to; leaving it to the 
deſenders of that liturgy which is in every 
part as antient and primitive, as it is pious 


„ and unblameable” (2), to anſwer more at 


large, and to refute in meekneſs of wiſdom, all 
ſuch charges, which certainly have not their 
riſe 1 in the clear fountains of truth, but rather 
come to us corrupted, and defiled Unto; the 
dark channels of prejudice. | - | 

Hooker in his Eccleſiaftical Polity ©, 
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717 Biſhop Taylor 8 Proface to-his colleQion of Forms 
of OR 

(a) In diſputes of this, and la of every other na- 

; 4ure, we cannot, I am of opinion ‚ more effettually : ſerve 

me cauſe ve elpoule, then by referring to ſound and 

nnexceptonable authorities; and * it may require * 3 

| Co 


4 a ® 


a work that contains a defence of the 
& conſtitution of the Church of England in 
5. all its parts, which its worſt enemies have 
© never anſwered and never can”, (b) has 

- abundantly demonſtrated the reaſonableneſs, 
and efficacy of thoſe ceremonies, which our 
church in her reformed ſtate, has thought it 
not unbecoming to retain and adopt. Nor 
have other learned men been altogether 
Hlent upon this head. Some ceremo- 

„ nies ſays Dr. Biſſe in his beauty of holt- 
neſs are neceſſary to the nature of public 
wor ſhip, ſome conducive to its beauty, 
* ſome to edification. Such are thoſe 
which our church hath retained, being 
. ſtudious in her choice, as ſhe declares, 
not ſo much how to pleaſe either party, as 
* how to pleaſe God, and profit them both. 

- © Had ſhe, in compliance with the Papifts, 
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remarkable exertion to bring forward a very formidable 
Un of them, yet, if our adverſary be unable to gainſay, or 
re ſiſt this, or any part of this liſt, we have then accom- 
pliſhed, what ought to be a primary object with all defen- 
ders and oppugners of what denomination ſoever, a firmer 


4 


eſtabliſhment of the truth. | f 
(6) Apology for the Liturgy, &c, of the Church of 
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« retained all, ſhe muſt have diſpleaſed thre 
her pageantry : had ſhe, in compliance 
« with the ſeQariſts, aboliſhed all, ſhe muſt 
| « have no leſs diſpleaſed thro her deformity. 
© Wherefore it was and hath been her wiſ. 
0 1 from the days of her firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment to keep the mean between the two 
„ — rather inchning to a decent 
« variety, than affecting too ſordid a ſim- 
% plicity ; remembering, that when the 
es daughter of Sion was brought to the king, her 
1 ratment was of needle work wrought about with | 
i. divers colours: and the fing had great delight 
in her beauty. And further, “ as there is 
no impropriety in the fitneſs of the mat- 
tt ter, nor in the juſtneſs of the language, ſo 
« neither is their any in the manner of our 
* * op. ; which appears chiefly in the 
_ © decency of the ceremonies and geſtures pre- 
* {cribed in our liturgy, Our church, in 
no part of her ſervice, behaveth herſelf un- 
fem. The poſtures ſhe uſeth, whether 
in prayers or praiſes, carry in them a 
* fignificancy and decency : they beſpeak 
* and beoome the action the 1 1s about 0. 


n 
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(89 ) 
And Dr. Ogden upon the ſame ſubje&; 
reſſes himſelf nearly in the ſame manner, 
* Our church, ſays he, in her public ſervice, 
is neither deſtitute of grace and dignity, 
* nor yet laborrouſly or fancifully ceremonious ; 
& neither ſupinely negligent, nor vainly 
* oftentatious. She recommends to her 
„ ſons and deſires to inſtill into them ſuch 
a reverence lor religion as may be unned 
« with the love of it, a ſound piety untainted 
„by hypocriſy or enthuſiaſm* (d). 1 
With reſpect to the lediouſneſ. and fauto- 
27 of our public worſhip, it may be obſerved 
in the words of the venerable Hooker, that 
the reaſons why our common pray er in- 
* clines to length in the whole ſervice, rather 
„ than brevity, | is to ſhew the » gravity, Ml 
weight, and importance of ſuch ſervices, 
* that no man might be tempted to think 
* that the duty was of no great eſteem or 
1 conſideration, becauſe it was ſoon at an 
* end. Another advantage it hath, that 
they whoſe multiplicity of affairs or law- 
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if a) Sermons on the e Ten Commandments—Sermon, 2. 
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TY 


* fuk impediments will- not admit their 
coming early to prayers, yet through the 


; 6 length of the ſervice they may have an 
„opportunity to participate of ſame reaſons 
„( able part, and joining with the congregas 
y ton. ſhare in the fing, of the whole” (e). 


he length, lays Paley, and repetitions 


r 

n « complained ot in our Liturgy, ate not ſo 
d mich the fault of the compilers as the 
d effect of uniting into one ſervice. what was 


„ originally, but with very little regard to 
the conveniency of the people, irie 
« into three“ (7) 

I cannot however but hinahde with Mr. 
Wakefield:in his cenſure of the manner in 
which the Lord's Prayer 1s, I doubt, but too 
generally recited among us—Such a prayer, 
delivered to us by ſuch a perſon, we ought 
doubtleſs to have © always in our hearts“; 
but whether the ſo frequent repetition of it 
lit occuring no leſs than four, and ſometimes 
. times in the courſe of the ſame imvice) 
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fe) Ercleſiaſtical Polity, r 
1 9 of Moral and Political Props 


8 96 * 
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takes not, in ſome meaſure, from its due, and 
natural ſolemnity, and is a mean of its being 
hurried over in the precipitate manner 
alluded to, may well enough admit of a 
ſuſpicion. Poſſeſſed of a peculiar degree 
of excellence, it will of courſe, always carry 
with it a peculiar degree of authority; but 
poſſibly that authority would not at all be 
diminiſhed, nor that reverence in which it 
is univerſally had, at all be impaired, by a 
ſomewhat more pong ule of 1 i in our ny 
public devotions. 

Againſt the impropriety * nartivular 
readily, I confeſs I ſee no objeRion that can 
reaſonably be urged. * The language (ſays 
Mr. Wakefield) of true evangelical reſig- 
* nation ſhould ever be modelled by the 
* ſtandard of our Saviour's own words; with 
_ 5 reſpect to all the future events of life ; 
* nevertheleſs, O] Father! not my will, but 

* thine be done! Whereas modern ſuppli- 

* cants enter upon a long enumeration of 
all their wants with the utmoſt familiarity, 
and implore favors utterly inconſiſtent 
with that ſtate of tria! in which men are 
placed: as if the ſupreme being were not 
N acquainted with the proper means of our 
N « real if 


tw) 


#real har opitiels; or knew not our wants, | 
before we utter them (g). . 
Again Where 18 45 pa Mage of Serip- 
ture. Which gives me authority to pray 
«for health, (to ſingle out this inſtance from 
% among others) in that unqualified man- 
e ner. with which ſuch petitions are often 
* urged on the ear of the Almighty ? Stck- 
* neſs, for any thing that I can foreſee. may 
prove ultimately the greateſt of bleſſings, 
by exerciſing and refining the moſt Ky 
portant affections of the heart; and health 
may not improbably iſſue in the Tuin "Wy 
my happinels (g). ES | 
Noa eas a Reef, that the ings of our 
I Arg is no other than „the language of 
true evangelical reſignation, a and that we 
do by no means offer vp our petitions in 

mat unqualified manner” with iow Mr. 
W. taxes us, I venture, amid a great num- 
ver, to bring forward the following examples. 
Finally, we commend to thy tatherly 
„ goodneſs, all thoſe wiio are any ways 
1 K or diftrefſed i in mind, . or 


ta) 


© eſtate; that 1 may 1 4 to tomfor 
and relieve them according to their jeveral 
© neceſſities. Collect for all conditions of 
men * Almighty God, the fountain of all 
© wiſdom, who knoweſt our neceſſities be- 
fore we aſk, and our ignorance in aſking; 
* we beſeech thee to have compaſſion upon 
our infirmities; and thoſe things which for 
* our unworthineſs we dare not, and for our 
$ blindneſs we cannot aſk, vouchſafe to give us, 
© for the worthineſs of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen, Collect after the Offer- 
tory.— And grant that thoſe things which 
we have faithfully aſked, accodimg to thy 
© will, may effectually be obtained, &c. Ib. 
— That if ut: ſhall be thy good pleafure to reſtore 
* him to his A health, &c. Viſitation 
of the Sick That it may pleaſe thee to pre- 
+ ſerve all that travel by land or by water, 
+ all women labouring of child, all ſick 
6 perſons, and young 6: og and to ſhew f 
thy pity upon all priſoners and captives; 
ts * inſtances of meek, and 
fs; ert 14] 11 5 eee 
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() The enumeration pf buman wants. and ſufferings | in 


the Satayy 1s almolt complete. A Chriſtian petitioner 
can 
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a reaſonable and proper motive: thus, in a 


c 360 
reſpeftful. ſubmiſſion to the wilt of an Ah 


mighty Creator, and of « true evangelical 
« reſignation” intimately: harmonizing with 
that — ſtandard for a Chriſtian's 
devotion, nevertheleſs, O father !. not my will, 
but. thme be done! 1 verily believe can no 
where be found. 

; Univerſally, when ve pray for particnlar 
er by name, we not only do it in ſub- 
ſerviency to the will of our Maker, but 
likewiſe from, what at leaſt appears to us, 


courſe of continued dry weather, we pray 
for rain; becauſe, in our trail 3 
ſuch an event, by inducing a greater plenty, 
would become a ſource of general happi · 
neſs. Again, when oppreſſed with fickneſs, 
we likewiſe pray for health; becauſe natu · 
rally we deſire freedom from pain, whether 
what we de ſire be beſt for us or not: but 
in all cafes, whether our ſupplications be 
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f can have few * to aſk of God, or to gungen, which 
be vill not find there expreſſed, and for the mo part with 


* tenderneſs and fimplicity. | 


Principles of Moral and Polical Philoſophy, | 
Vol. I. * 'S 5 


| general, 
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RET or whether: they be particular. our 
excellent Liturgy has. I think, abundantly 
guarded agaiuſt any improper requeſts: that 
might chance to be made, as in many 
other places, ſo in the judicious prayer of 


St. C hry ſoſtom which concludes the firſt 


ſervice; fuifil now, O Lord, the deſires 
and petitions of thy ſetvants, as may be 
miſt expedient fox them 5 thus leaving what 
may be moſt Kapenk to: len out oF > 
oO 1). 

But it is not, 1: am e to: any 


imp! oprieiy in our forms and ceremonies; 
or to any incor ſiſtencies either in the public 


warn pi nip: or in n ine manner rob its n 
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bereupon, may conſult Hopker's Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 
efpecrally the Fifth Book —Taylor's Great Exemplar, 
part ii ed. 12.—Paley' s Moral ard Political Philolophy, 
vol ii ch. 9, 5 —Qgden's Sermons on the Jen Com- 
mandments, Serm. 2 — Nourle's PraQtical Diſcourſes, 
Diſc. 1 —Clarke's Expofition of the Church Catechiſm, 
part iv. p. 208 —Archbiſhop Hort's Sermons, Serm. 6.— 
Ke. Ke. where he will ſee, theſe ſubjeQs ſo. ably, and 

udicioully ilhiftrated, and defended, that be will only 
furprized to find atiy one fo hardy as to attempt, a and 


ſo languine as to expe the ſubverſion, and extirpation 


of what has been thus e and e approved ; 


of, and adopted. * 
. : | 1 _ cele- 
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eel6hritiori, that we are to impute old 
averflowings! of ung caalimeſs, and that extreme 
indifference in offering the ſacniſice of glue 
ouſneſs. which fo ſhamefully characterize the * 
conduct of the preſent age. Forms and 
teremonies, it ihey tend: to preſerve order 
and decency, are not very likely to becomo 
a rock of offence to the ſober; and rational part 
of 'mankind ; nor can that ſervice Which 
warms and invigorates, or that miniſtet who 
exerciſes his ſpitual functions in a ſerious, 
and becoming manner, be liable to any other 
cen ure than that raſn and unqualified one, 
which makes no diſtinction between the evil 
and the good. If truth be our aim, we 
muſt — the perverſion of our religious, 
and indeed of every other principle, to 4 
ſource trom which probably we ſhould not 


W gueſs it to be derived, viz. the refinement of . 


our thanners — This deceitful virtue has done 
us more harm than the beſt, and pureſt 
religion will ever do us good — The Man- 


ners Of the Gfeat, by no very impercept .. 


ible aſſociation, are become, : a ſtandard to 
the. manners of the age; the eld 


4 
V2 3 


breed a baneſyl | un uence over * clas 


of 


impiety Of the gay and thoughitleſe, — 


Ts) 


of the- community; and the fimple, but 
amiable heart of the poor man, is enfnared . 
and corrupted by the joyleſs, childiſh de. 
3 of the rich. Refinement ſeems to 
have done that for us, which reaſon may 
in vain attempt to undo—it has adulterated 
every noble feeling, which the Almighty, 
when he created man in his cron image, was 
pleaſed to endow. him with—the duties of 
ſocial life, thoſe duties which cement vs 
one to another, and without which, pro- 
perty would be precarious and exiſtence a 
burden, it has ſo modified and condenſed, 
that even the very libertine may ſet up for 
a teacher of moraluy (I); while the meek 
fpirit of devotion. u{elf, which one ſhould Wl 
ſuppoſe the fool only who - hath faid in his 
| heart, there is no Goa, could think of making I 
a mock at; it has cooly put down in the 
liſt of poſſible virtues, or traduced as the off. 
ſpring 0 ot. lanctißed enen 
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Th It ho perhaps, es "a r e * 
of the degeneracy of morals in the preſent day, that the 
- diſtinQions of right and wrong are almoſt fwept away i in 

polite converſation. The molt ſerious offences are often 
named with cool indifference ; the moft ſhameful profli- 
N with aſſekted tenderneſs and indulgent toleration. 
* dnn of the * p. 68. 
Man- 


to), 


# :Mankindir in proportion 25 they are leſt 
removed from the plain manners of ſenſe 
and nature. are, I think, more prone to be 
guided, in the general tenor of their con- 
duct, by the dictates of reaſon.—Refine- 
ment with us has long ago riſen to its apex 
Jof utility : when it gave a kind and genial 
@ poliſh to the homely expreſſions of hone 
Y its tendency was ſo far agreeable, and fo far 
In was worthy of adoption; but when, 
deſerting the ſacred cauſe of truth, it be- 
flowed a falſe luſtre on the ſnare of the 
iycophant, and adminiſtered to the deſigns 
Jof knavery and artifice, it loſt that hold 
upon the mind it might otherwiſe have 
1 Bl retained, and became an abomination. In 
ff, the manners of the preſent day cannot 
A boaſt of any abundant ſuperiority over thoſe 
Jof the generations which are paſt and gone. 
© Where the - reaſonable ſoul is degraded to 
WJ the ſtate of a mere automaton, and the man 
Wis in danger of being overlooked amid the 
faſhion and finery of his habiliments— 
here the lip cannot be opened. but to pour 
forth a nauſeous torrent of unmeaning pro- 
. 1 and * the . hand of fel - 
| lowſhip . 
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The prevailing mode of education. ee . 


- Inchanting novelty, that moon at full, 
That finds out every creviee of the head 
"That is not ſound: and per tet n), 80 


aw to * the only Divinity to which with 
heart, and ſoul, a willing worſhip is paid; 
and ſo cloſely does one tolly tread upon the 
heel of — that a man's Whole time is 
actually taken up in obſerving..and-catching 
to a nicety, the: ee of: this u 
| fuccelbon, SE ade Fo 

In adyenting to:the Nate; cf aug anceſton 
4 few 1 back, W e ſhall find that, in 
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be, l 


de 1 us pech n their- — ind I ptivatc 
devotions; but this we fhall ceaſe to won- 
der at, when we confider that the words , 
truth and foberneſs were, with them, tncon- 
taminatec by thofe gloſſy beauties of lan- 
gnage which have ſince contrived to con- 
vert the ſhadow into the fabſtance and the 
fubſtarice into the ſhadow. They had not 
yet learnt the ptevaricating art of refine- 
ment they had not yet been initiated i in 
he myfteries of fimulation, nor had 
been taught to burleſque, with any tolerable 4 
grace, that facred fountain from which they 
had ſo often drank of the waters of com 
the name of God and religion conveyed to 
the mind, in their untutored eſtimation, an 
cles of ſeriouſneſs, and the regular return 
of the fabbatical rites, tending to the in- 
 'Ereale of their piety, tended hkewife to the 
| nereaſe of their happineſs. Unfurniſhed 
with our luxaries, they were urtainted by 
our vices—and' any endeavour to 1952 85 
| ES ſhades of and 
kneſs, ſo as to make them perſectly coals 
| [ce u upon the great picture of le the not 
| holding © to be within the ſcope of Human 
a | inge⸗ 


( 


; cameron ene] as chimerical—the falhian 
of the day had not then intrenched fo tar 
upon honeſtly and common ſenſe, as to 
-proclaim that a meritorious action in the 
eye of honour, which in the eye of reaſon 
was a raſh and unprincipled one. 
Io advert however to our ſubjeſ.—1 do 
not, I confeſs, ſee the abolition. of public 
worſhip in the favorable light it has been 
depicted on the contrary, I believe, not- 
withſtanding the ſevere retort the expreſſion 
has given riſe to (n), that © the bulk of the 
« people ſubmit, with much complacency, iſ 
44 to the religion of the ſtate; and where 
no undue arts are employed to perplex 
their underſtandings, do not uſually 
« trouble themſelves or their neighbours 
with theological niceties (o). I, for 
want of requiſite abilities or opporiunity, 
men are incapable. of judging for them- 

| ſelves, they do well. to accord with the eſta- 
bliſhed ſentiments of the times; and it the iſ 
We! ſervice of the 5 Almighty. 298, wr 2 
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eſp ouſed and uniformly pra iſed by the 
ions and good of they own and former 
generations; it becomes, 1 think, a duty 
in them, though they may not altogether 
comprehend or approve of every thing 
thereto belonging, to acquieſce in the ge- 


| neral opinion, and amg alter the "genetal ; 


faſhion. E IN 2470 1:11, 8 
Upon the whole, we are not. and we 


ma thank God for it, a communiiy of 


philoſophers; knowing but in part, we propheſy 
tuin part, cen ourſelves with the 


aſſurance, that when that which i perſect is 


come, then that which is in part ſhall be done 
auay (p). We therefore patiently - perſe- 


vere in the medley of vain babblings, 


and noiſy ſhow, and frantic geſtures, and 


ſolemn vilages (),“ (convinced that theſe 
„ formalities and fopperies will then only 
be « ſwept” into oblivion (v), when -mati 
becomes freed from the clog of mortality 


till by more cogent rèaſons than have hi- 
therto been advanced, and more meekneſs 


. e — | that poke Senn (5) 


21 1 cor. xiü. 10. ) Enquiry, p. 15 


than 
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ingenuitv, tr 9 as chimerical the 27, 
of the day had not then intrenched fo far 
upon honeſty and common ſenſe, as to 
proclaim that a meritorious action in the 
eye of honour, which in the eye of reaſon 
was a raſh and unprincipled one. 


not, I confels, ſee the abolition. of public 


depicted on the contrary, 1 believe, not- 
withſtanding the ſevere retort the expreſſion 
has given riſe to (n), that * the bulk of the 
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no undue arts are employed to perplex 


their underſtandings, do not uſually 
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want of requiſite abilities or opporiunity, 
men are incapable. of judging for them- 
ſelves, they do well to accord with the eſta- 


| W ſervice of ths Almighty. 998, at | 
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To advert however to our ſubjedl—1 do 


worſhip in the favorable light it has been 


« people ſubmit, with much complacency, 
to the religion of the ſtate; and where 
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* * 


trouble themſelves or their neighbours 
with. theological niceties* (o). I, for 
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bliſhed ſentiments of the times; and it the 
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vere in © the medley of vain babblings, 
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evo uſed. and uniformly praftiſed | by the 
ot and good of their own and former 
generations: it becomes, I think, a duty 
in them, thougli they may not altogether 
comprehend or approve of every thing 
thereto belonging, to acquieſce in the ge- 
neral opinion, and wor "OT alter the general 
faſhion. IN 25% 1. XP 

Upon the while; we are not. and we 


| may thank God for it, a community | of 


philoſophers; knowing but in part, we propheſy 
tum part, conſoling ourſelves with the 


aſſurance, that when thiat which in perſect is 
come, then that which is in part ſhall be done 


ay (b). We therefore patienthy perſe- 


and noiſy ſhow, and frantic geſtures, and 
ſolemn vilages (9), (convinced that theſe 
« formalities and fopperies” will then only 
be „ ſwept into oblivion (v), when -mati 
becomes freed from the clog of mortality) 

till by more cogent rèaſons than have hi- 
therto been advanced, and more meekneſs 


in del . Lag ns: nee 6 5 ö 


() 1 Cor. xiii. 10. Enquiry, p- 13- 
GH Ib. p. 1 * 5 05 2 Tim. ii. 25. 


than 


A | 
chem Has hitherto been exhilited, we are - 
„ Made ſenfible, that the Almighty may be 
uy. © worſhipped by the myriads of his creatures, 

without Union, without Foan, without 
ACTION, and without UTTERANCE. 
I conclude in the words of a celebrated 
ecclehiaſtieal character of our on church. 
4 You are as free as we are; ve affe no 
5 Fa over your faith-—go and wor- 
ip the Creator and the Conſervator of 
0 he Univer i your own rway-—but ſuffer 
. us alſo to worſhip God in our way; let 
* neither of us find fault with the other, 
8 but preſerving good will, practiſing cours 
. teſy, interchanging good offices, let us 
5 all be perſuaded that at the laſt day our 
t different ſervices will be accepted by him 
£ whom God hath appointed Judge of all, 
with equal regard to the rettitude of our 
t ſeveral intentions, and to the. means we 
# have uſed in acquiring information CON» 
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us both as men, and members of that viſible 
myſtical body, the Church of God. In the for 

mer capacity, we are at our own election in reſpect 
of time, place, and form, according io the exi- 


| gence of our private affairs, but in the latter, we 
| are circumſcribed by the churches power over us 


for the general good, to which ial promiſes 
Ai h Se. Paul 

2 Cor. i. 11) had no reaſon to doubt the effect of 
his fingle prayers, yet he thought the united devo : 
tions of the whole aſſembly would prevail better 
for him. When the whole chy of Nineveh (Jonah 


| Iv. 11) became petitioners, it was not in God's 


power to deny their ſupplications. So ſays Ter- 
tullian, We afſemble in . and befiege Heaven 
with our prayers. To which St. Ambroſe adds, 
(Apol. i. 99) Multi minime dum congregantur 
unanimus, funk magni; et multorum preces mpaſiiile 
oft contemni. Great forces cannot be rgſted, becauſe 
if ſome be weak and flack they will be-encouraged 
and alkiſted by the warmth and gel of others; or 
api which 


Prayer, is, becauſe. they find themſelves more 


EE A. 
_ which-reaſ6n we may ſuppoſe it was that King 
David ( Pſal. xxvi. 12. xxxiv. 18) ſo ſolemnly pro- 
miſeth, to offer he ſacrifice of pratſe and thankſ- 
giving to Gal in the great congregation, and fo 
earneſtly and affectionately excites others to do the 
like. To which may not be improperly added, 
| His bitter lamentations (Pſal. xxx. 4. xcvi. 5) when 

in exile; for though he might 'want many. other 
things agreeable” to his royal dignity,” yet,” as if 
they were totally inſignificant, he lays the whole 
weight of his grief upon being debarred the benefit 
of public aſſemblies, and free acceſs to the Houſe 
n The reaſon why: good men are ſo in love with 
publie devotions, and the ſolemnity of common 


powerfully aſſiſted in heart and ſoul by thoſe 
means, to perform more reaſonable and acceptable 
fſervice to God, than if they were left to them- 
ſelves. In men's private devotions, ſecrecy is 
chiefly commanded, leſt we ſhould ſeek the praiſes 
of men; but what they are to petform in public, 
muſt be ſo carefully done, that they may obtain 
the approbation of God, and be exemplary to 
Hook Ecc. Polity, Book V. 
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prieſt," in the name of the Church, is far more ac- 
ceptable. to Almighty God, than the devotions of 
any private man. For, firſt, it is the ſervice of 
the whole Church, Which every man, that holds 

PX 1 8 com- 


eommunion With that Church, hath. co 
Ind ſaid Amen, and agreed that it ſhould de 


Church: and, if what, any two. of you. ſhall, agree 
to aſt upon earth, it ſhall be graves (Mat, xvi. ..9} 


ny 1 
| * ta; 


how much. more, what is aſked of God, or offere 


| 95 to God by the common vote, and joint deſire 


the whole body of the Church SO eee 


1 * 
- — Py 


\ Beſides, this public ſervice and worſhip of God 


is commanded by God, to be offered up to him in 


the. behalf of the Church; and therefore muſt 
needs be moſt acceptable to him, which is fo 


appointed bo him; for what he commands, he 


accepts moſt certainly, Private devotions and 
ſervices of particular men, which are offered by 


themſclves, for themſelves,-are-ſometimes accept- 


ed, ſometimes. refuſed by God, according as the 


perſons are affected to vice or virtue; but this 


public worſhip is like that lamb, (Exod. xxix) 
commanded to be offered by the prieſt for others, 
(for the Church) and therefore accepted, whatſo- 


ever the prieſt be that offers it up. And there- 
fore King David prays, (Pſal. exli. 2) Let the At. 
ing up of my hands be an evening ſacrifice ; i. e. as 
ſurely accepted as that evening ſacrifice of the lamb, 
which no indevotion or fig -of. the prieſt, could 


hinder, but that it was moſt certainly accepted for 
the Church, becauſe commanded to be offered fo 
the Church (St. Chryſ. Hom in Pſal. exl.) 
This public ſervice is accepted of God, not only 
for thoſe that are preſent, and ſay Amen to it, but 


for all thoſe that are abſent upon juſt cauſe, even 


Jor all that do not renounce communion with 
it and the Church; for it is the common ſervice 
of them all, commanded to be offered up in the 
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- Hardy" of then ell, and agreed i enges 
o be offered up for them all, and 

nuscæcepted for them all, thöugh preſerited 75 

| God by the prieſt, (Exod. 29} was the factiftee of 


God Almighty daily, and to continue his favor to 

ought to be alſo a public worſhip of the Deity. 
Society, and as ſuck he ought. to worſhip. God (if he 
- "ſhip the Deity, and offer one common Prayer 


and be guided in their devotions. And further, 


eben eftabliſhed; which catinot be without 115 


4 


nw) 
therefote is 


God 
prieſt alone; as the lamb offered up to 


e children of Iſrael; 
Wing ſavour, 4 favour of rg, to pacify 


a ftrete ne 
them, and make Him dwell | with them. (Exod, 


Axix. 42, 45 
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Tho” I have not hitherto mentioned it, there 
'For a man may be confidered as. a member of a 


has the opportunity of doing it: if there are pro- 


per 5 an, which he may reſort to; 
and his health, &c. permit). Or the /orzety may 
de conſidered as one body, that has common inte- 
reſts and concerns, and as /uch is obliged to wor. 
| them - 
ſelves, how to pray; perhaps cannot ſo much as 
read. Theſe N be taken as they are, and 
| eee ſome time and place appointed, whe 
they may have ſuitable prayers read 


Beſide, there are many, who know not o 


read to them, 
toward the keeping mankind in order,, it is nech 


ary there ſhould be ſome religion proſeſſed, and 
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is ppe/erved) by national forms and habits of re- 
Aon, men would Joon, looſe it all, run wild, prey 
Won one another, and do what elſe the worſt 9) 
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Tuosz prayers are moſt acceptable to God, 


and moſt neceſſary for us, which are offered in 
public aſſemblies; 8 they have theſe advan- 
tages above Prat devotions, that God is moſt 
honoured and . glorified by ſuch. addreſſes: and a 
ſenſe of his majeſty is maintained in the world, 
ſomewhat 9 5 to his moſt excellent greatneſs 
and goodneſs, when by outward ſigns and tokens 
we publiſh and declare the inward regard and 
eſteem we have for his divine attributes: becauſe 
private prayer is only piety confined within our own 
breaſts; but public prayer is piety exemplified and 
diſplayed in our outward abtions: it is the beauty 
of holineſs made viſible ; our light ſhines out before 
men, and in the eye of the world; it enlarges the 
intereſts of godlineſs, and keeps up a face and 
ſenſe of religion among mankind. Our Saviour 
promiſes his ſpecial preſence to ſuch affemblies, 

and hath appointed a particular order of men to 
offer up our prayers in ſuch places of worſhip. 
Beſides, we may expect greater ſucceſs, when our 
petitions are made with the joint and unanimous 
conſent of our fellow chriſtians, and when our 
SEE 28 devotions 
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devotions receive warmth and heat from the ex- 
emplary zeal of pious miniſters. Whoever thinks 
juſtly muſt be ſenſible, that 5 religion never 
did in fact ſubſiſt, but where ſome public profeſſion 
of it was regularly kept up: he muſt be ſenfible, 
that, i public worſhip were once diſcontinued, an 
unter ſal ſengeiſune of that God would enſue, 
' whom to remember is the flrongeſt ſenſe and preſer- 
vative againſt vice; and that the bulk of mankind 
would ſoon degenerate into mere ſavages and bar- 
barians, if there were not ſtated days to call them 
off from the common buſineſs of life. to attend to 
what is the moſt important buſineſs of all, their 
ſalvation in the next.—In a word, public worſhtp is 
the great inſtrument of ſecuring a ſenſe of God's 
providence and of a world to come, and a ſenſe of 
God's providence and a world to come, is the great 
baſes of all ſocial and private duties. 5 
e IRE WnoLz Dur or Man. 
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Io the ſucceſsful progreſs of our Chriſtian war- 
fare, it is alſo neceſſary that we ſhould live in the 
frequent uſe of the public ordinances and inſti- 
| tuttons of our religion; namely, in the religious 
obſervation of the Lord's day, and in frequent 
communion with one another. in the holy ſacra- 
ment, both which, are of great uſe to us in the 
courſe and progreſs of our ſpiritual warfare. For 
as for the Lord's day, it is inſtituted, and ever fince 
the Apoſtles time hath been obſerved in the Chriſtian 
Church, as a day of public worſhip and weekly 
thankſgiving for our Saviour's We, 2 
F e 


©} 


which the great work of our redemption was con- 
ſummated, And certainly it muſt needs be of vaſt 
advantage to be one day in ſeven ſequeſtered from 
the won. and employed in divine offices, in 
ſolemn prayers, praiſes, and thankſgivings, and to 
be obliged to aſſiſt and edify one another by the 
mutual example and union of our devotions; to 
have the duties of our religion explained, the fins 
againſt it reprehended, and the doctrines of it 
unfolded and reduced to plain and eaſy principles 
| of practice. Tr RE 
SCOTT's CHRISTIAN LIFE, vol. 1. part 1. ch. 4. 
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As you ought to take care about the worſhip of 
God in your cloſets and in your families; let me 
add, that it equally concerns you to frequent the 
more public worſhip of God in. his own houſe. It 
is a bad ſign of ſome very ill principle or other, for 
any. man to be much a ſtranger there. Even to 
have the liberty and opportunity of vorrappug 
God in public, 1s one of the greateſt bleſſings an 
3 that we can have in this world; and hath 
by good men always been ſo accounted. Now 
ſure, if we have this notion of it, we ſhall think 
ourſelves mightily concerned to take all oppor- 
tunities that come in our way, not only on Sun- 
os but on other days, of reſorting to the public 
aſſemblies, and joining with them in the ſolemn - 
facrifice of prayer and thankſgiving ; and thinking 
It a good day to us, wherein we have thus em- 


loyed ourſelves. 6 
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Ihe ſacrifices, of this kind that we offer to God 


with an honeſt and devout mind, we cannot doubt, 
will always find acceptance, and produce their 
effects; nay, perhaps when our cloſet-prayers will 
not: for there are certainly more promiſes lo public 
very good, nay both are abſolutely neceſſary. _ 
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Ix religion were taken away, human life would 
be thrown into confuſion, and the bonds of ſociet 


weakened, if not quite diſſolved. And how ie 
. religion to be maintained and cheriſhed? By what 


means can a ſenſe of. God, and Providence be more 
effeQually propagated, and. diffuſed. among the 
generality of, the people, than by their meeting 


together at ſtated times, and joining in ſolemn acts 


of worſhip? Our public aſſemblies, our temples, our 


miniſters, though. ſometimes repreſented as uſeleſs 
burdens to the ſtate, contribute more than any thing 
to keep piety alive in the world, and to ſpread the 
knowledge both of natural and revealed religion. 


Since. then ſociety could not well ſubſiſt without 


religion, nor a general ſenſe of religion be main- 


tained without. the public worſhip of God, it is 
_ evidently the part o 


3 every good citizen to encou- 
rage it as much as poſſible, by his influence and 
' Tas PROTESTANT SYSTEM, Vol. II. Diſc. 8. 
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. 'Privarts devotion, though it be neceſſary. and 
acceptable, with God, ought net to exclude. or 


interfere with the frequency of his public, worſhip. 
We are bound to be ſecret in our good works for 


fear of hypocriſy and vain glory; but yet ſome- 


times the glory of God, and the benefit of our 
brethren require, that our ſervice and obedience 
appear in public. Our Saviour does therefore ex+ 
hort and command us to let our light ſhane before 
men, to appear good, as well as to be ſo; and as it 


is a certain ſign ot hypocriſy, to affect to be ſeen. 


in thoſe duties which ſhould be private, ſo, on the 
other hand, tis downright atheiſm and irreligion, 
not to give, on proper occaſions, ſome public teſti · 
monies of our faith and obedience. If the duties 
of the cloſet would excuſe thoſe of the church, 
what need bad Peter and John to go up together 
into the temple at the hour o, prayer 2 without 
doubt they went not thither for buſineſs or curi- 
ofity, but to join in the ſervice and devotions of the 
public aſſemb 7. ä 
 NOURSEs PRACTICAL DisCouRSEs, Diſc. vIII. 
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Ir the warſhip of God be a duty of religion, 
public worſhip is a neceſſary inſtitution ; fora/muc!/ 


at, without: ib, the greater part of mankind would 


exererſe no religious war ſh 7 at all. 3 
Izheſe affemblies afford alſo, at the ſame time, 
opportunities for moral and religious inſtruction, 
to thoſe Who otherwiſe would receive none. In 
all Proteſtant, and in moſt Chriſtian countries, the 
elements of natural religion, and the important 
ane. 5 )ͥͤͥ a. ⁵⁵ͤ0— U 8 | T7 parts 
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parts of the evangelic hiſtory, are familiar to the 
welt of the people. This competent degree and 
Sent Gon of religious knowledge amongſt 
alt orders of Chriſtians, which will appeal a great 
thing when compared with the intellectual con- 
dition of barbarous nations, can fairly, I think, be 
aſcribed to no other cauſe, than the regular eſta- 
bliſhment of aſſemblies for divine worſhip; in 
which, -either portions of ſcripture are recited and 
explained, or the principles of Chriſtian erudition 
are fo conſtantly taught in ſermons, incorporated 
with liturgies, or expreſſed in extempore prayer, 
as to imprint, by the very repetition, ſome know- 
ledge and memory of theſe ſubjects upon the moſt 
unqualified and careleſs hearer.—— - ap 
Befide the direct neceſſity of public worſhip to 
the greater. part of every Chriſtian community, 
there are other valuable advantages growing out 
of the uſe of religious aſſemblies, without being 
_ deſigned in the . or thought of by the 
individuals who compoſe them. 
1. Joining in prayer and praiſes to their common 
Creator and Governor, has a ſenfible tendency to 
unite mankind together, and to cheriſh and enlarge 
the generous TEES many athetic reflec- 
tions are awakened by every exerciſe of ſocial de- 
votion, that moſt men, I believe, carry away from | 
public worſhip a better temper Kos? Roa reſt of 
mankind, than they brought with them. Sprung 
from the ſame extraction, preparing together for 
the period of all worldly r reminded of 
ibeir mutual infirmities and common dependency, 
iüimploring and receiving ſupport and ſupplies from 
the ſame great ſource of power and bounty, having 
all one intereſt to ſecure, one Lord to ſerve, one 
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volence. 
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judgment, the ſupreme object to all of their hopes 


and fears, to look towards; it is hardly poſſible, in 
this poſition, to behold mankind as ſtrangers, com- 
petitors, or enemies; or not to regard them as 
children of the ſame family aſſembled before their 
common parent, and with ſome portion of the 


Y tenderneſs which belongs to the moft endearing of 


our domeſtic relations. It is not to be expetted, 


that any ſingle effect of this kind ſhould be con- 


fiderable or laſting; but the frequent return of ſuch 
ſentiments as the preſence of a devout congre- 
gation naturally ſuggeſts, will gradually melt down 
the ruggedneſs of many unkind paſſions, and may 
generate in time a permanent and productive bene- 


* 


2. Aſſemblies for the purpoſe of divine worſhip, 
placing men under impreſſions by which they are 


* taught to conſider their relation to the Deity, and 


to contemplate thoſe around them with a view to 
that relation, force upon their thoughts the natural 


mote humility and condeſcenſion in the higheſt 
orders of the community, and inſpire the loweſt 
with a ſenſe of their rights. The diſtinctions of 
civil life are almoſt always inſiſted upon too much, 
and urged too far. Whatever therefore conduces 
to reſtore. the level, by qualifying the diſpoſitions 
which grow out of great elevation or depreſſion of 
rank, improves the character on both ſides.—If 
ever the poor man holds up his head, it is at 
church: if 

ipeR, it is there: and both will be the better, and 
he public profited, the oftener they meet in a ſitu- 
ation, in which the conſciouſneſs of dignity in the 
e gn uk, oe , IT 
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ever the rich man views him with re- 


po —z —.  _ 
ex 


— 


ma 2%. 2 
— As: — 
2 — 


—— ———ĩ —_ 1 —— + 2 
— IE — 
- 


— 
— — 


— 
2 1 4 
ES 
* 
* 


—̃ —ä 
* 


235 * 2 
— EE SES 
———— — 
E 
: 7 
- 


"I 


one 18 tempered and ; mitigated, and the ſpirit of 
the other erected and'confirmed 


faking the religious aſſemblies of Chriſtians in the 


coeval with its inſtitution, and retained by every 
ſect into which it has been ſince divided, 
PalE s PRINCI LES OT 'MoraL and POLIT1- 
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The public worſhip of Chriſtians is a duty of 
divine appointment: Where ko or ' three, Tays 
Chriſt, are gathered together in my name, there am 
1 in the midſt of them, (Matt. xvin. 20). This 
invitation will want nothing of the force of a com- 


mand with thoſe, who reſpett the perſon and autho- 
rity from which it proceeds. Again, in the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, x. 25, not for/aking the aſſembling 
of ourſelves together, as the manner of ſome ts; 
which reproof ſeems as applicable to the deſertion 
of our public worſhip at this day, as to the for- 


age of the Apoſtle. Independently. of theſe paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, a diſciple of Chriſtianity will 
hardly think himſelf at liberty to diſpute a practice 
ſet on foot by the inſpired preachers of his religion, 
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ca PniLOSOPAY, Vol. II. Ch. 4. 
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' Rx1:610K is evidently ordained for the ſake of 
God in the firſt place, and they who imagine that 
it is enough to practice thoſe duties only that felate 
to men are grolly deceiving themlelyes,  _ 
Now this principle will immediately lead us to 
the public worſhip of God, becauſe it tends more 
in the very nature of the thing to promote the ho- 
nour and glory of God, than private worſhip can 
pollibly do, being performed with greater ſolem- 
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WI. a Whote congregation unite Vice one heart 


and voice; to confeſs their fins in preſence of each 
other! und humbly to beg God's pardown 
knees," and praiſe his adorable ende bes cies and by 
ſo doing, reciprocally raiſe and enflame” their affec⸗ 
tions and devotions, there is a peeuliar fore ſolem- 
nity, and beauty in ſuch worſhip, that 1s not to be 
found in that which is private and ſecret, This is 


1 God in the beauty of holineſs, and 
giving him the g 
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due unto tas name. This is 


thor prarfe that . comely. 


If any ane ſhould demnndinuthoritict "0 ablic 
worſnip, I ſhall refer bim to the Pſalms of 


tice of our bleſſed Saviour andhis Apoſtles, and 
the Chriſtians of that time, who often aſſembled 49 
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juſtice bear witneſs to this: for they froquently der 
plore the violation of the Lord's day, us one prin- 
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avid, 
where they are found in plenty, and to the prac- 


rvation of public worſhip on the Lords 
day, yet the inſtitution} of it was wiſe, and the 
good effects art juſtified from ex perionce. The laſt 
vonfeſſions of thoſe whd die by the hands of public - 


cog occafion of their ner lives, and untimel 


el dite at firſt; Feing 40 not. pr ee in Ls z 


or, may not be-,pleaded in favor of 90481 
ks wever ie bur fulpedd, « «thir the vety fame texts | 
bf: re have been ht by Mr. Wakefield in fuppori of 
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performing it is abſolutely neceſſar eee 
tis it is impoſſible that any number of perk 


religion in our hearts, er 
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ends. I ſhall leave with all ſuch; er, eus 


denunciation; of our bleſſed Saviour, Woe: to im 
through om offences, come, i. e. Who is the,inſtru. 
ment of ereating prejudices againſt religion; it 
were better gon im that-a)\mill-None were: Hang ed 
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1 Ir is Sides, both W menden end ſeripture, 


that public worthip i is a moſt uſeful! and indiſpenſ- 
able duty. It is equally evident, that if this duty 
is to be performed; ſome fixed and ſtated time for 


ever be collected xogether in one place. Nowlone 


day in ſeven ſeems to be s proper and convenient 


a ihobtion of our time to be allotied te this uſe, as 
any other that oan be named. The returns -of i it 
are frequent enough to keep alive! the ſenſe of 
ant enougiytbo lehve 
4 very ſufficient e f0 our © worldly * 
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eventh day to the purpoſes of 


From the ve oy beginning of time God bleſſed 


: a ſanctified t 
religion (Gen. i. g). Aſter our Lord's rẽſurrec- 


tion, the firſt day of the week Was, in wemöry of 
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that great event, ſubſlitpied In the cem ö the 
the ſeventh; and from that time to the Preſent, 


that is, for almoſtcighteen”] 2 years, it has 
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means it comes to paſs, that on this day many mil- 
lions of people, in almoſt every region of the 
earth, are at one and the ſame time engaged in 
proſtrating themſelves before the throne of grace, 
and offering up their ſacrifice of prayer, praiſe, and 
thankſgiving to the common Lord of all, in whom 
they live, and move, and have their being. 
There is in this view of the Lord's day ſome- 
thing, ſo wonderfully awful and magnificent, that 
one would think it almoſt impoſſible for any man 
to reſiſt the inclination he muſt find in himſelf to 
Join 1n this general aſſembly of the human race, to 
0.with the multitude, as the Plalmiſt exprefles it, 
into the houſe of God, and to take a part in a ſolem- 
nity ſo ſtriking to the imagination, ſo ſuitable to 
the Majeſty of Heaven, /o adapted to the wants, the 
neceſſities, the infirmities, the obligations, and the 5 
duties M a created and a dependent being. 
1 By. Pox Truss SERMONS, Serm. IX. 
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Whether, after duly reflecting upon theſe con- 
curring ſentiments of men equally eminent for their 
virtue and abilities, we can agree with Mr. Wake- 
field in his condemnation of ublic worſhip, and 

be content to © have no more fellowſhip with theſe 
dangerous and unfruitful practices, I leave to 
the conſideration of all good and ſerious Chriſtians 
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